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Daffodils 
CRYSTA L uf. 'PROXMIRE 
Whatever it was 
that made the artist 
paint the vase 
of fresh spring daffodils 
in shades of gray and brown 
to hang in the hotcllobby, 
is now what has 
captured my soul, 
and forces me to write a poem 
not about love, 
not about death, 
not about the way the 
sunlight turns pink and orange 
where the sky meets the 
edge of the ocean 
and reflects in the eyes of 
some fair-haired Romeo 
about to leave for war, 
but instead about what is real ... 
about colors of gray and brown 
that do not 
glisten in the moonlight 
or jump from the pages 
of some dime store romance novel, 
but merely hide in the shadows 
and observe the guests. 
